
Appendix 5050.4 

[Model Policy for Use in School Code of Conduct or Student Handbook] 

SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION 

Suspension from a Catholic school is a serious matter and will be administered only 
when circumstances warrant.  The principal or his/her designee is responsible for 
determining whether an event warranting suspension has occurred.  In determining 
whether suspension is warranted, and the duration and nature of the suspension to be 
imposed, principles of fairness and proportionality will be followed.  Credit will be given 
for student work performed during suspension when work is required for grading 
purposes. 

Expulsion may be warranted in the rare circumstance where either the student’s interest 
would be better served in another environment or that the individual’s behavior is a 
serious threat to the school community.  Further, any decision to expel a student will be 
based upon substantial evidence that the student committed the infraction with which he 
or she was charged. 

While it is not possible to enumerate all cases that could result in expulsion, the 
categories of cases listed below should provide guidance as to behaviors that may rise 
to the level of severity warranting expulsion: 

• Arson 
• Assault of any kind 
• Continued and willful disobedience or /defiance of authority  
• Alleged criminal activity, including pending criminal charges or indictment 
• Cyber-bullying 
• Extortion or attempted extortion 
• Fighting 
• Gambling for financial gain 
• Gross disorder including mob action 
• Defacing or destruction of school property or another student or employee 
• Harassment, of any kind, of students or personnel 
• Hazing of a student or group of students 
• Inappropriate use of cell phone 
• Violation of the Acceptable Use Policy (use of the internet and digital devices) 
• Improper use of social networking sites  
• Noncompliance with behavioral contract 
• Possession of a weapon or look-alike weapon  
• Possession and/or trafficking of pornographic materials 
• Possession, use and/or sale of an illegal substance 
• Verbal and/or physical threats 

If charges potentially warranting expulsion are brought, the student will be assigned an 
interim out-of-school suspension of not more than twelve school days pending the 



investigation, hearing and decision regarding expulsion or voluntary withdrawal.  Credit 
will be given for student work performed during suspension when work is required for 
grading purposes.     

In all cases implicating expulsion, the school will work to ensure that the student and/or 
the parents/guardians have the opportunity to present the student’s account of events 
and provide mitigating information during either an informal or formal hearing.  
Nonetheless, the school may decline to hear evidence offered by the student and/or his/
her parents if, in its discretion, the information offered is irrelevant, inappropriate or 
vexatious.  The decision to expel a student may only be made by the Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools following investigation, hearing and recommendation by the school. 

A student and his/her parents/guardians have the right to appeal an expulsion within 
seven school days of the notice of expulsion.  The appeal will be heard by a Diocesan 
Tribunal consisting of three diocesan school administrators and principals appointed by 
the Superintendent.  Pending the outcome of the appeal, the student will remain 
“expelled” and will not be permitted to attend school. 


